TABLE 17-4. Common start-up expense items for a typical interior design firm
Initial, essential one-time expenses: 
· Office furniture (desks, file cabinets, shelves, etc.)
· Office equipment (computer, printer, copy machine, telephones, other electronic equipment) 
· Remodeling of office/studio space
· Initial inventory (if any)
· Utility and lease deposits
· Licenses and permits
· Catalogs and samples 
· Miscellaneous office equipment (coffee maker, radio, camera, small refrigerator, etc.)
Ongoing expenses needed at start-up:  
· Stationery 
· Utilities 
· Phone, fax, cell phone 
· Internet provider
· Web site/domain fees 
· Drawing supplies 
· General office supplies 
· Insurance premiums—related to the practice of interior design 
· Marketing materials, such as brochures, direct-mail items, and so forth

Professional expenses on an annual basis:  
· Possible consultant fees, such as accountant, attorney, insurance agent 
· Cleaning and janitorial fees
· Transportation 
· Additional items or expenses that may be needed to initiate a design practice, as required
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